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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 
One dozen copies 

Single copies 





CHILDREN 
TAKE NOTICE 


Your copy of 
INSPIRATIONS 
in 
ABC 


is waiting for you. 


56 pages of wholesome poems, stories, 
and pictures in full color. 


A book that’s different 


8% by 11 
$1.25 each. 


Size 
Price 








GOD’S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 
Price each ..20 cents postpaid. 
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A Guide to Better Living 
Dear Friends: 

Let me come right out and tell you that 
my heart is hungry for the truth. 

Sir, I want what you speak about in your 
magazine (to live above the world’s moral 
corruption, to develop a character accept- 
able to God, and to have peace and stability 
in your life). Please pray that God may 
use this life that I have to live on this 
earth. May it be for His glory. 

Please send me some literature that will 
help me find peace and rest. 

Connellsville, Pa. 

J. W. H. 


Good Lessons 
Dear Sister: 

I am so grateful for the MESSAGE and 
Bible Lessons. They surely have had some 
good timely lessons in them for us of late. 

Kinards, S. C. 

Mrs. E. C. 


Lightens Hearts in Troublous Times 
My Dear Friends: 

I look forward to the MESSAGE coming 
and I enjoy reading every page of it. It so 
helps us to go on our way with such a 
light heart in these troublesome times. 

Lancaster, England E. H. 


Battling for Perfection 
Dear Brother: 

I am certain that the Megiddo Mission 
Church has rediscovered a pearl of great 
price, the Truth, once expounded by the 
prophets. I would be very happy indeed to 
have the pleasure, privilege and opportu- 
nity of visiting your lovely little church and 
to worship with you all. I think of you all 
very often and how I wish I could have a 
seat with some of you at one of your serv- 
ices. I know that I would enjoy it so much 
and feel that I was among real princes and 
very welcome. 

The cultivation of the spirit will be the 
means of making possible the separation of 
evil from within ourselves. The greater our 
preparation for the Kingdom, then natural- 
ly it follows that greater will be our separa- 
tion from all evil. We must strive to do all 
that is good, aim to do better, but above 
all, strive, attain and qualify for the best. 
God wants the best we can give. We must 
not loiter or fail in our battle against sin. 
We must not cease to attack, even for one 
day, not even a moment’s respite can we 
afford; a moment’s cease fire is the enemy’s 
opportunity to sabotage our fortifications 
(moral and spiritual reserves). 

Many times have I given my humble and 
grateful thanks to God that I have been 
privileged and enabled to partake*of the 
many and wonderful blessings. What has 
been Thy lot to receive and the comfort I 
have derived from such, has brought a hal- 
lowed peace to me; for the living God leads 
His sheep into the green pastures. 

Auckland, New Zealand R. B. L. 
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THE DAWN OF LIBERTY 


"GE me liberty or give me death.” These immortal 
words of Patrick Henry carry with them the senti- 
ment of mankind down through the ages. 

For thousands of years, mankind has been struggling 
to free itself from the bondage of ignorance and slav- 
ery, to enjoy the liberty of civilization. Though slow and 
unsteady, great progress has been made. The obstacles 
that have opposed human progress have been mighty 
and tenacious. Lack of knowledge and skill made man a 
slave to almost every object around him. Superstition 
made him a believer in ghostly apparitions and a wor- 
shiper of idols. He was tormented and deterred on every 
side. But in spite of all this, progress has been made to- 
ward greater freedom. One by one the doors of deliver- 
ance have been opened; strong chains have been broken, 
and thus humanity has slowly risen from savagery to our 
modern civilization. 

Consider Moses who devoted his life to the liberation 
of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage. He struggled, 
suffered and pleaded with Pharaoh, trying to induce him to 
grant the Israelites their liberty. Finally the door of de- 
liverance opened, the chains of bondage were broken and 
God’s people were liberated. 

Freedom was the longing cry of the Pilgrims and their 
main object in leaving the old country. In the new land the 
Colonists braved the hardships of the primeval forests, the 
rigors of climate, and the cruelty of Indians. They suf- 
fered the injustices of their English overlords for more 
than a hundred years and at last resorted to war in 
order to gain a measure of the freedom they craved and 
longed for. 

Liberty might be likened to the dawn. Who has not 
seen a new day dawn and watched in the breathlessness 
of expectant silence? Streams of blood-red rays appear 
and flow across the heavens. The red-golden head of the 
sun slowly comes forth over the hills and everything is 
bathed in beauty. Choirs of birds are heard like herald 
angels. The world is liberated from its long hours of 
darkness. Every age has had its liberator; every age its 
dawn! 

Liberty does not mean we can do anything we want. 
A writer once said, “We are restless and discontented 
because we are marching into the infinite without know- 
ing our destination. But,” he observes, “there is an- 
other cause. It is the struggle between the principle of 
liberty and the necessity for discipline.” How true that 
is—everything has a balancing force to keep it in its 
proper place. The balancing force of liberty is discipline. 
It is in discipline that we find the true meaning of liberty. 

Liberty—from this one word dramas of life are evolved. 
It is a banner for theorists to wave; it is the battle-cry 
which has moved continents; the echo of which has pro- 
duced wars and a symbol which has introduced new gov- 
ernments. It is, however, a liberty which can never free us 
from the things which emanate from the heart of man. 
It is not the liberty which Jesus proclaimed. His is a lib- 
erty where every man shall sit under his own vine and 
fig tree and none shall make him afraid; where sin shall 


no longer raise its ugly head; where crime and war will 
be unheard of and where poverty will not be seen. Men 
will fight for personal liberty but how few will conse- 
crate their lives through discipline and self-control that 
they themselves might escape and be the means of others 
gaining freedom from the prison house of spiritual dark- 
ness. 

Ink from the pen of many eloquent writers has been 
expended upon the saga of political, social and religious 
liberty. While it is true that the advancement of civiliza- 
tion has brought greater freedom to the masses in gen- 
eral, yet the liberty God offers far surpasses them all. 
Washington brought emancipation a step nearer and 
Lincoln surely accomplished a noble work, but Christ was 
and is and will be the great Emancipator of humanity. 

The Jewish cry was for freedom from the bondage of 
the Roman despots; for liberation from her cruel rulers. 
They did not understand and refused to believe that per- 
mament freedom from tyranny began first with the in- 
dividual. They did not understand that the life of Jesus 
exemplified freedom in its fullest sense. The Roman gov- 
ernments have decayed as all human governments do; the 
Caesars have passed away; but the truth Jesus taught, 
encased in its beautiful setting of freedom, lives on, im- 
mortal in its duration. 

The way to this freedom of God, too, suffered such a 
relapse in the dark, Middle Ages that it caused the world 
to drift back toward the savagery and darkness of their 
forefathers; but it was not the plan of the Father that 
darkness should hold sway over the minds of men forever. 
Just as no force can hold back the dawn of a new day 
so the dawn of liberty could not forever be held back. 

But the reformers of the sixteenth century never lived 
to see its blessed dawn; for despite all their fevered de- 
nunciations of Roman tyranny over the minds, the prop- 
erty and the very souls of men, they left the whole struc- 
ture of medieval theology basically untouched. There is 
no true liberty to men in whom ignorance predominates 
over knowledge. Nor could the Old World provide the 
suitable setting for the dawn. It remained for America, 
land of the free, to stage the daybreak when Rev. L. T. 
Nichols gave to the world a religion which does not stifle 
reason, a religion which does not conflict with proved 
scientific fact, a religion which appeals to the best that is 
in man and demands, in return, his best—even moral 
perfection. 

This brought light in the darkness, for knowledge had 
superseded ignorance; but the dawn of true liberty had 
broken upon an unseeing world, a world which rebelled at 
the light and burrowed back into the shadows. 

God has caused this day of spiritual liberty to dawn for 
you and me. “This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps. 118: 24). How soon 
our lifetime will shuttle by, its hours hidden forever in 
the irrevocable past. How very soon nature will press 
a cane into our hand, how soon silver our hair! How can 
we be free today? By investing every golden moment of 
it, in assurance of a bright and gleaming future. 
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What Are You Concerned About? 


the years of childhood and middle age till the feet of 

the aged stumble on the dark mountain of death, all 
mankind is concerned about something. It may be health, 
wealth, honor, power, position, or a thousand and one 
other matters. Millions tug and toil away for things that 
last but one brief day; they seek for that which they 
shall never find; they hope for that which will never 
mature. Many a father and mother have worn their lives 
away in concern over the welfare of their children. A 
great multitude have labored unceasingly through the 
years; their concern, the obtaining of a temporal home 
which they could call their own. Then at the very hour 
when it was within their reach, death came knocking at 
the door, and it was left for another. Men and women 
with great concern have devoted their lives to a lost 
cause. 

The great Alexander’s concern was to conquer the 
world and he wept when there were no more to conquer. 
Columbus’ great concern was to reach the shores of an- 
other land that he fully believed lay beyond the broad 
expanse of an uncharted sea and he lived to see that 
longing desire fulfilled. Admiral Byrd spent the great 
portion of his life in deep concern over what he might 
see and discover in the wide waste of the polar regions; 
but he died a disappointed man because he did not have 
the honor of setting his feet where the compass shows 
no direction. The glory that might have been his was 
given to another. When a mere youth, Flammarion, the 
great French astronomer, would lie on the ground for 
hours as he marveled at the glory of the heavenly bodies. 
He gave his entire life to concern over what he might dis- 
cover about those far-off planets which move in constant 
precision around each other without one collision. But he 
went to the silent tomb, ignorant of the true meaning of 
all their glory. 


Fite the time the babe cries for milk and throughout 


Needless Concern 


It appears on the surface that when the rich young 
ruler came to Jesus, his chief concern was to seek the 
way of salvation. But our Master soon revealed to him 
that his great concern was his riches, for he went away 
sorrowful when he thought he must part with them. 

Saul’s great concern was to destroy David. He plotted, 
he schemed, he hounded him at every step, but with all 
his strategy he could not prevent the anointed from be- 
coming king. So when the Anointed One, the David after 
God’s own heart, comes to rule the world in righteous- 
ness in that auspicious Day, all the Sauls with evil eyes 
will sit and join themselves together to destroy Him, but 
they will utterly fail, for He was born to be a King. 

Thousands are more concerned about other people’s 
business than their own. Many are concerned over little 
things and overlook the greater and weightier matters. 
The folks living in glass houses ofttimes seem more con- 
cerned in throwing stones at their neighbors’ homes 
which have a good solid roof. Time would fail to tell of 
the great host of politicians, kings, potentates and eccle- 
siastical divines whose great concern is to rule and gov- 


ern others, but who cannot and will not rule themselves. 

Let us pause for a moment now and ask ourselves, 
What is our longing desire? What is our great concern? 
What are we interested in? What are we seeking? There 
is no question but that we have too often played the Mar- 
tha part, while others have been sitting in heavenly 
places, contented to listen to the voice of Jesus as He 
speaks in the most tender tones, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” Pray, why should we choose the 
lesser part, when we have the great privilege of choos- 
ing the better? In the parable of the unjust steward we 
are told that the children of this world are wiser than the 
children of light. Pray, how can that be true? It is be- 
cause the unfaithful children who have received the light 
of truth are not so much concerned in preparing for the 
future eternal home as the children of the world are for 
their temporal abode, which also might include stocks 
and bonds, insurance, hospitalization, etc., anything that 
assures protection and comfort as they look forward to 
that far-off rainy day when old age has come upon them. 


Vital Concern 


Jesus said, “A certain man made a great supper.” Do 
you know it is the supper of the Lamb, and our Master 
will sit at the head of the table? “And he sent his servant 
at supper time to say to them that were bidden, ‘Come, 
for all things are now ready.’” It was not just a written 
invitation but a personal one. Think of it! One is knock- 
ing at your door to give you a personal invitation to a 
wedding feast where the noblest ones of earth will par- 
take. Have you received the invitation? Are you deeply 
concerned about it? Are you making ready your garment 
to attend, or are you one who started right in to be ex- 
cused and turned the servant away? Many are the minor 
and secondary interests which men present as excuses 
for not attending the feast. One might say, “I have just 
bought a piece of land, or a summer cottage, which I am 
very anxious to see, also to test out the land and make 
certain improvements. This will take so much of my 
time.” Another might say, “I have just bought a new 
power boat. I want to see whether she rides like a duck 
on the water. Please have me excused.” Still another, “I 
have bought some new fishing tackle and am anxious to 
try it. They say it handles the big ones with no trouble. 
Have me excused.” Another has bought a new rifle which 
brings down the game because of a wonderful improve- 
ment on the sight and he wishes to be excused. Another 
answers, “I am working on a little hobby of my own. I 
am so anxious to get it completed. Please excuse me for 
the present.” Excuses can come thick and fast. 

When the servant in the parable came to report to his 
Lord concerning the reception he had, did the Master 
say, “Hurry back and plead the harder with them; they 
may change their minds”? No, indeed. What was the an- 
swer? “Such men shall never partake of my supper. Go 
quickly out into the streets and find the lame, the halt, 
and the blind. Find those who are aware of their infirmi- 
ties and are really anxious to be restored to spiritual 
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health. I will make room for them, but those unthankful 
ones with all their excuses shall never sit down at my 
table. They have received the one and last invitation they 
will ever get. They were not at all concerned with the 
great event; neither am I longer concerned with them.” 

Oh, that we might today catch the spirit of the Apostle 
Paul! We have not the least trouble in seeing what he was 
concerned about. “For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Mark 
it down well that such noble characters will never lose 
their place when the faithful of all ages sit down to par- 
take of the marriage feast of the Lamb. “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” In plain words, let your 
chief concern be to enter the kingdom, with all other 
concerns taking second place. 


The Concern of Great Men 


See the Apostle Paul bidding farewell to the Ephesian 
elders as he knelt down to offer his last prayer before his 
departure. What was his great concern? Listen to his 
sorrowful words, “Therefore watch, and remember, that 
by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears. For I know this, that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.” Are you one who will be concerned enough to rise 
up and drive away any wolf who would enter in to de- 
stroy the flock? 

The concern of the beloved John was that his children 
be found walking in truth. 

The patriarch Jacob, leaning on his staff, blessed the 
two sons of Joseph concerning things to come. What 
about our concern? I wonder if we are leaning on the 
staff that comforts, looking forward with the eye of 
faith to the great things to come, or are we all interested 
in keeping our eye centered on the short, fleeting things 
of the present? Men who strive to build up churches are 
concerned with numbers. Not so with God. He is con- 
cerned with quality for He has an endless eternity in 
which to work to find in the end a church without spot, 
wrinkle or any such thing. 

The faithful women who rose early that far-off Easter 
morning to anoint the body of their Lord were greatly 
concerned as to who would move the stone that sealed the 
mouth of the sepulcher. To their joy and astonishment 
it was moved by a higher power than man’s. Ofttimes 
we have been concerned over some barrier that stood in 
our way, but God has moved it aside that we might ac- 
complish the task which, at the breaking of day, we had 
mapped out to do in His service. Many are much con- 
cerned over an accident that has happened, but not so 
much concerned over taking precautions to prevent one. 

Too often through life we have been greatly concerned 
over a mote in our brother’s eye and little concerned over 
the beam in our own. 

When the expedition set forth in 1953 to climb Mount 
Everest their first concern was to equip themselves with 
everything to make the climb successful. They knew well 


that other expeditions had failed due to the fact of in- 
sufficient equipment. When at last they conquered the 
highest peak in the world, they said that it was their 
equipment that brought about the victory. Are we as 
greatly concerned in getting our equipment ready, the 
equipment God has freely furnished us, so we may climb 
the mountain of His Holiness and at last reach its sum- 
mit and look down on the vast stretches of the valley and 
the lowland of sin that we have left behind? 


Manifesting Our Concern 


Do you fully realize that that which we are the most in- 
terested in and concerned with is what we will be talking 
about, not only talking about but acting upon? He who 
comes and goes to service, swinging in and out like a door 
on its hinges, without a word concerning the glory and 
majesty of the coming Kingdom or a word of warning 
or encouragement to his brother, will never sit down at 
the marriage feast, for he would be a stranger there. The 
most heart-searching gatherings I have ever attended 
have been when the crowd has gone and a few remain to 
exhort one another as they see the day approaching— 
when our work will be done or left undone. And, if our 
work is not done, we can rest assured it will be because 
we have not been concerned enough about getting it done. 





HE LEADETH ME 


He leadeth me! Though many times 
The way is dark—I cannot see— 
I feel the presence of His hand 
And am content—He leadeth me. 
Sometimes through paths of sunshine land 
I walk, and in my careless glee 
Should stumble oft but for the grasp 
Of His dear hand, safe leading me. 


Sometimes, before my weary eyes, 
The hill before me I must climb 
Seems reaching to the very skies— 
I fear to mount its heights sublime. 
The vale below with mist is strewn, 
And thickly set with bush and brier; 
But onward I must walk, alone, 
Though heart may faint and feet may tire. 


In clouds, now towering o’er my head, 
No silver lining can I see; 
Help me, O God, to grasp Thy hand, 
And know that Thou art leading me. 
Fainting, I cry, I surely fall 
Unless my Father sends me aid; 
When softly comes the answering call, 
“T’ll lead thee—be thou not afraid.” 


Courageous now, I hasten on 

Through paths of deepest earthly gloom: 
The sun upon the hilltop shines! 

Soon I shall reach my Father’s home! 
And so, although the way be dark, 

And human strength oft failing me, 
Content, I’ll grasp His guiding hand; 

For, like a child, ““He leadeth me.” 

—Sel. 





_Shessing 


Eb 





SCENE VI 
“I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE” 


The APOSTLE PAUL is confined in a gloomy under- 
ground cell in the noisome Mamertine Prison in Rome, 
awaiting final disposition of his case. As the curtain rises, 
he is greeting his companion, personal physician, and 
secretary, LUKE, to whom we are so deeply indebted for 
our knowledge of PAUL’s stirring career. 


PAUL. It is good to have you with me again, Luke. I 
don’t know how I could have carried on without your sup- 
port. It is possible that this may be the last time. A de- 
cision is expected this week, so they tell me. Did you 
notice anything unusual as you came in? 

LUKE. No... except that your jailer seemed even more 
respectful to me. 

PAUL. Not a good sign. But let’s forget it. There is 
work to do. I want to finish the letter to Apollos. Will you 
write for me? 

LUKE. Gladly. The light is bad, but I think I can see 
well enough. [He sits on stool] I’m ready. 

PAUL. Where did we leave off? 

LUKE. Well, let’s see... For though I am a long way 
from you in body, in spirit I am by your side, watching 
like a proud father your success in this great new field 
which God has thrown open to us. 

PAUL. [walks to and fro as he dictates the conclusion 
of the letter] The fruit of your labors I shall never see 
until the day of our Lord’s appearing, for I feel that the 
last drops of my life are being poured out for God. This 
is His will, and I would not have it otherwise. 

As for you, Apollos, I am trusting you to the full, re- 
membering the pleasant days of our service together in 
the field where I have planted and you have watered the 
seed. In far-away Bithynia it is yours to do both planting 
and watering, and I am confident you 
will do it well. 

Never lose your sense of urgency, for 
life is short and the work is great. Never 
let the story get started that the coming 
of the Lord is imminent; that day will 
not come until the Apostasy has come 
and gone. Nevertheless, we must all 
live expectantly; planning for eternity, 
but living as if we were to die to- 
morrow. 

Stand fast in all you are doing, meet- 
ing whatever sufferings this may in- 
volve. Persecution is inevitable for those 
who are determined to live above the 
world, but do not be disheartened by it. 
Remember the sufferings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and of me, His humble 
servant; remember that the final tri- 
umph is what really counts. 

Be wise in your behavior toward non- 
Christians. Speak pleasantly to them, 
and let your own life be above criti- 
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... there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness .. . 


cism. It may well be that God will give some of them a 
different outlook, and some day they will be called our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. = 

O Apollos, guard most carefully your divine commis- 
sion. Tell men of their duty, without fear, reproving in 
love when necessary. But steer clear of these barren ar- 
guments about technicalities, which settle nothing and 
lead nowhere. ; J 

And may the Lord of peace personally give you His 
peace at all times and in all ways. All the brethren of 
Rome send their love. They are praying for you. Give my 
personal greeting to all the brethren. [takes pen and 
writes, then reads]. 

This is the farewell message of Paul, written in my 
own writing, my mark on all my letters. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

LUKE. It is a long way to Bithynia, but Brother Apollos 
should have it before winter. It is good to know that his 
mission is succeeding so well. Soon there will be another 
church for you to look after. 

PAUL. Ah, no; that will be for some one else. None of 
us is indispensable, and it is well that it is so. The work 
will go on as the Lord sees fit to prosper it. Others will be 
raised up to carry it on, just as there have always been. 





Paul dictates letter, while Luke writes 
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When I am gone, Luke, it would be well for you to join 
Apollos there, if it is your pleasure. You know we planned 
long ago to go to Bithynia, but the Holy Spirit said No. 
Now the door is open. 

LUKE. [sadly] When you are gone. . . . Life is strange, 
is it not? 

PAUL. [glowing] Life is beautiful, Luke, if we make it 
so. We put the dark spots in it ourselves. Life for me has 
been wonderful and richly rewarding. 

LUKE. And for me, since I have known you. 

PAUL. Together we have suffered much for Christ’s 
sake, but it has been a glorious suffering, a light afflic- 
tion, but for a moment, which will work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. I would 
gladly—eagerly—do it all over again if I could, and I 
would do it better. I would welcome twice the hardship 
if I could avoid the blunders I have made in this life; if 
I could atone for my great error in persecuting the 
Church of Christ; if I could blot out the sight of Stephen 
as he fell before the stones of the mob. 

LUKE. This is all forgiven and forgotten, Brother Paul. 
Let us not speak of it. 

PAUL. Yes, I am confident it is. I have finished my 
course. I am ready to go, trusting in the great mercy and 
forgiveness of our heavenly Father. 

LUKE. You are weary, are you not? 

PAUL. A little, but it is nothing. My heart is so filled 
with thankfulness and rejoicing for all the Eternal has 
done for me that I forget the weakness of this old body. 

LUKE. I had better go. I will leave you this medicine 
which will help you to sleep. Try to relax now, and get 
some rest. 

PAUL. You will come tomorrow, won’t you? 

LUKE. I certainly will, if it is at all possible. 

[They embrace affectionately, and LUKE leaves. PAUL 
kneels to pray beside his bed. The curtain descends, then 
rises with PAUL in the same position. He rises and slowly 
paces the floor for a full minute. Then the door grates 
open and the JAILER descends the steps. His face is grave 
and his voice tense.] 

JAILER. There is unfavorable news for you, sir. 

PAUL. I know, I know, my son. I expected it. 

JAILER. I’m sorry, but you must go immediately. 

PAUL. Yes, I know. I am ready. 

JAILER. [apologetically] I am very sorry, sir. You have 
been a model prisoner. 

PAUL. That is a part of my duty to my God. I wish you 
could know Him as I know Him, my friend. 





“I wish you to have my blanket...” 


JAILER. Somehow I feel your presence has made me a 
better man. I have hoped all the time you would be re- 
leased. I am very sorry. I shall miss you. 

PAUL. [a missionary to the very end] You will see that 
my physician, Luke, takes charge of my books and papers. 
If you should care to read any of them, he will be glad 
to help you. He will show you the way of salvation. 

JAILER. I will, sir. I shall be glad to. 

[PAUL folds his blanket neatly and hands it to JAILER. ] 

PAUL. I wish you to have my blanket. You have been 
most kind to me. 

JAILER. [almost overcome] Oh, thank you, sir! I shall 
always treasure it. Now follow me, please. 

[He steps outside, PAUL arranges his few possessions 
on the bed, then approaches the steps, where he stands a 
moment with bowed head. The ANGEL, unseen by PAUL, 
enters and stands behind him. As PAUL mounts the first 
step and pauses, the ANGEL extends one hand as if in 
blessing. The second step—the third—and the great apos- 
tle faces his end with his head up and eyes shining, still 
“oressing on.” ] 


THE END 





OPPORTUNITY 


An Essay by a Megiddo School Pupil 


ESTER PFISTER was a farmer out west. Like the 

average western farmer he raised corn, but unlike 

the average farmer he thought his corn could be improved 
and he grasped his opportunity. 

People thought he was crazy, or, at the very least, 
foolish. He could be seen tying paper bags over the corn 
tassels to catch the pollen, and over the ears to protect 
them from other pollen. Add up the number of kernels 
in three hundred eighty-five ears of corn and you have the 
number of times he did the job. In all he used one hun- 
dred thousand paper bags. 

When Mr. Pfister thought the bags were full he quickly 
slipped them off and snapped off the tassel. Then he 
poured the pollen on the corn silk. He did fifty thousand 
of these hand pollinations. For five years of ridicule and 
back-breaking toil, he planted, bagged and eliminated 
his corn, beside running his farm. At last in 1929 he had 
just four good ears of corn. 

Now he was ready to make his first crosses. He planted 
his corn in three rows, the center row for the pollinator. 
He merely watched the female stalks for their tassels and 
snapped them off as soon as they appeared, for he was 
no longer interested in hand pollination. This was a year 
of drought, but when advised to irrigate he said, “If they 
can’t stand it, let them die.” 

That winter he looked at his dry ears of corn. They 
were no longer thin and gnarled, but full, with kernels 
right to their tips! During the next two years he let the 
plants ride out bugs, as earlier he had let them ride out 
drought. He said, “Let the weaklings die.” In the fall of 
1933, he harvested two hundred twenty-five bushels of 
the finest corn that had ever been grown. One day Mr. 
Pfister’s wife went to see why he was late for dinner. 
She found out! The world, as the saying goes, was beat- 
ing a path to his door. He was no longer poor and laughed 
at but was respected—a popular man with a growing 
business. 
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There were hundreds of corn farmers in the west, hun- 
dreds knew the corn was poor, but only one grasped his 
opportunity and improved the quality of his corn. 

So God has given life to the teeming millions, but how 
few grasp their opportunity to improve the quality of 
their life by adding the godlike characteristics He has 
offered. One hundred million started in but only one hun- 
dred forty-four thousand endure the scoffs and snubs to 
the end as they toil to improve their character. 

What a great opportunity Solomon had! He was con- 
sidered the wisest man in the world. God had given him 
riches, honor and wisdom, yet he did not grasp his op- 
portunity, but turned aside to false gods; and, realizing 
he had wasted his opportunities, he said at last, “Better 
is a poor and wise child than an old and foolish king, who 
will no more be admonished” (Eccl. 4:13). 

Let us come closer home. Do we always use our oppor- 
tunities? or do we let them slip away? We must not do 
as says the verse which kept Pfister going: “On the plains 
of hesitation, bleach the bones of countless millions who, 
at the dawn of victory, sat down to rest, and, resting, 
died.” Solomon had a chance to win the prize. For a time 
he grasped his opportunity. He came very close to win- 
ning it, but he sat down to rest, and, resting, died. 

Many see no chances for advancement; others laugh 
and throw their opportunities away. We, in our age and 
environment, have great opportunities to improve. If we 
were to get nothing better than this life, the self-control, 
patience and kindliness we learn here give us a hundred- 
fold of peace and quietude now, so we have much to be 
thankful for; but we do have much more: we have a prize 
to win—everlasting life filled with blessings of great 
abundance and where we shall drink of the river of His 
pleasure. We have nothing to lose and everything to gain 
by improving our lives. 

Shall we take advantage of our opportunities, or shall 
we sit on the fence and lose? 

May we remember that opportunities are a challenge— 
a challenge to see whether we want to advance or no. If 
advancement is our desire, then we will be looking for, 
finding and using the smallest opportunities. 

From Adam’s day down through the ages God has been 
testing seed. The process may seem long, but one day, 
shortly, a choice handful of corn shall be found in the top 
of the mountain from which great returns will come. The 
entire world will learn of its fertility and know that this 
select seed shall be used to fill the earth with the glory 
of God. In the great and final harvest, every gathered ear 
will be full and perfect. 

This life, our only hope, is swiftly passing away. If 
we will use every effort to constantly improve it, we shall 
be found among the good corn “and their seed shall be 
known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the 
people; all that see them shall acknowledge them, that 
they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed” (Isa. 61:9 ). 





To be pressed down by adversity has nothing in it 
of disgrace; but it is disgraceful to lie down under it, 
like a supple dog. Indeed, to stand composedly in the 
storm, amidst its rage and wildest devastations; to let 
it beat over you, and roar around you, and pass by you, 
and leave you undismayed—THIs IS TO BE A MAN. 


Our Liberty in Christ 


IBERTY is sometimes defined as “privilege.” Liberty 

in Christ can be interpreted in the same light. Broad- 

ly speaking, it is the privilege to become someone in God’s 
sight. 

Liberty is of two kinds: the false where one is free to 
do as he likes, and the true where he is free to do as he 
ought. 

The commonly accepted idea of liberty is the freedom 
to do as one desires. Being able to do as he likes does not 
make a man free; it leads to the most cruel bondage. 
When the natural impulses are not controlled such a man 
is of all men most miserable for he has become a slave 
to his natural desires and as a slave he cannot enjoy true 
liberty. Paul tells us that “Sin is not to reign, then, over 
your mortal bodies, making you obey their passions.” 
There is no liberty worth anything that is not liberty 
under the law. The only liberty that is cherished is 
a liberty connected with order; that not only exists with 
law and order but could not exist without them. 

We have been called to the true liberty; liberty to do 
what we know we ought to do. “And it shall be our right- 
eousness if we observe to do all these commandments be- 
fore the Lord our God as he hath commanded us.” Paul 
tells us this liberty is a glorious liberty; Peter warns us 
not to use it as a cloak. It was the hope of this liberty that 
brought the Children of Israel out of darkness and bond- 
age. Through the prophets the proclamation was “liberty 
to the captives [of sin] and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound.” Jesus tells us how we can be free 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, for He says, “Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

True, this type of liberty does lead to bondage, that is, 
we become the servants of Christ. But bondage to Christ 
brings eternal liberty, that glorious freedom of God’s 
children. 

The great difference between the servants of sin and 
the servants of Christ is that sin fetters and burdens its 
victims. Christ’s servants are restrained simply by di- 
vine law, bound away from the chains of sin that drag 
to destruction. 

‘He is a freeman whom the truth makes free and all 
others are slaves, It is a constant work to free ourselves 
from sin and to become God’s freemen. We are the serv- 
ants of the Master whom we obey; sin whose service ends 
in death, or God whose service ends in righteousness. It 
is for us to choose between liberty and death. There is 
no middle road to take, no center course to pursue; it is 
either liberty or death. It is the life of the “old man” or 
our life. Sin in all its forms must be conquered or eter- 
nal death is certain. 

Many people think of the truly religious life as dull, 
restricted and uneventful. They see Christianity as a reli- 
gion of don’t’s instead of a religion of do’s. They fail to 
realize that every step taken in the divine life gives a 
hundredfold of happiness and peace now, and in the fu- 
ture, eternal life. It is only when we bring every thought 
into captivity to Christ that we experience the true free- 
dom and the happiness it brings. 

No matter what our work is, our liberty lies not in the 
negative but in the positive. Never allow yourself to be 
led into thinking that being a Christian is a hopeless 
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task. What growth we would make if we would stop 
thinking the things that come against us are troubles! 
They are the hammer that breaks in pieces the rock— 
our own will. It is only when one’s will is broken that we 
obtain that glorious liberty of the sons of God. Let us 
realize that nothing is easy which we are not willing to 
do and nothing that God commands is hard if we have 
a willing mind. It is a fact that God has never asked us 
to give up anything that was good but only the low and 
degrading. Every time we part with one of these treas- 
ures of wickedness we are rewarded with blessings that 
far exceed the pleasures of sin. 

Christians are prisoners of Christ, but they are prison- 
ers with the greatest freedom, the most wonderful liberty 
in the world. We know from the evidence and experience 
of those who were His prisoners that there is no hardship 
to the true Christian. We find that the most profitable 
discipline is that encountered in the Christian’s life be- 
cause of the true liberty and great reward which it brings. 

Freedom from spiritual blemish is the standard we 
must reach. He is one of the noblest conquerors who car- 
ries on a successful warfare against his own appetites 
and passions and has them under full control. We must 
make a firm stand for this freedom Christ’s servants pos- 
sess and never allow ourselves to be dragged into sin’s 
service again, 

To become free indeed will require giving up our own 
thoughts, words and actions and let His word rule and 
govern in all things. There is absolutely no liberty in 
wrongdoing. It chains and fetters its victim as surely 
as effect follows cause. We can say we possess the true 
liberty only if Christ’s example influences our daily lives 
and makes us over into new creatures. He that does this 
shall be free indeed. 





OBITUARY 
ALICE FLEMING 


After several years of patient suffering, our sister, 
Mrs. Alice Fleming, succumbed in death on June 13, 1957. 
Funeral services were conducted, June 15, at the Walker 
Funeral Home, Spencerport, N. Y., the Rev. Percy J. 
Thatcher officiating. Interment was at Spencerport, N. Y. 

The deceased leaves to mourn her loss, three sons, 
Floyd C. of Rochester, N. Y.; Clifton H. of Peoria, Ariz. ; 
Reginald R. and a grandson, Clifton H. Fleming, Jr., both 
of Spencerport, N. Y. Also five other grandchildren of 
Peoria, Arizona, a sister, Mrs. James E. Collins, of Bur- 
lington, Vermont, and a brother, Dwight Ransom, of 
Los Angeles, Calif., and many friends and neighbors. 

We would offer the comfort and support of the blessed 
Scriptures for strong consolation to those who mourn, 
that in the world to come, death and parting shall be un- 
known. Let us labor, therefore, to enter into that rest. 





How can we learn of Him except through communion 
with Him? How commune with Him except in silence? 
It can only be through putting aside for intervals of 
quiet all human activities not only of the hands but of 
the mind. And if you think you are master of your mind, 
watch your mind when you try to still it. 


Musings of the Editor 


—— a church building program in a western 
city was brought to completion. To inform the com- 
munity of their achievement the church prepared a 
brochure describing the fine qualities of the edifice. It was 
a modern, three story building with large windows, tile 
floors, radiant heat. Then as a sort of climax the bro- 
chure contained the surprising statement: “The build- 
, ing is almost fireproof.” In a way 
Almost is not this statement seems anti-climax. “Al- 
Enough most”—but not quite. Once a fire got 
started much damage could be done. 

This description fits many professing Christians. Here 
is a man who is almost honest. He is respected in his 
community, has a fine family, pays one hundred cents on 
the dollar, has a trusted position in the local bank. But he 
is almost honest. One day he decides to “borrow” some 
money from the bank till which he will repay with his 
next pay check. Still short of cash at the first of the 
month he fails to repay. Again and again over the years, 
financial crises arise necessitating further “borrowings,” 
none of which ever gets repaid. At last he is detected, and 
he finds himself under arrest, bringing shame and dis- 
grace to himself and his family. Being almost honest is 
not enough. 

A man may be almost truthful, but it becomes known 
that on occasion he will stretch the facts if that seems to 
fit his purpose. From then on no one ever is sure that he 
is telling the truth. Being almost truthful is not enough. 

A young man attending college studies diligently. Each 
of his four years he almost makes the honor roll. At 
graduation he has almost the required grade average to 
be singled out for distinction. But the “almost” is not 
enough. Whether he lacks five points or one tenth of a 
point, he does not receive the coveted honor. 

A competitor in an endurance race may run well nine 
tenths of the distance, then lose his wind and drop out. 
The umpire does not step up and hand him the prize, 
saying, You almost made it. “Almost” is not enough, he 
loses the race. 

Following Paul’s stirring presentation of the gospel 
to King Agrippa, the king remarked: “Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian,” but the “almost” was not 
good enough. We have no evidence that he ever took the 
step. 

The building that is almost fireproof may be destroyed 
by fire; the individual who is almost a Christian will most 
certainly miss the “prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 





God’s ways are not like human ways, 
He wears such strange disguises; 
He tries us with His long delays, 
And then our faith surprises. 
And we with unbelief deplore, 
And wonder at His staying, 
He stands already at the door 


To interrupt our praying. —Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


We, however, are free citizens of Heaven, and we are 
waiting with longing expectation for the coming from Heaven 
of a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3: 20, Weymouth). 


On a mountaintop in Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, 
is the grave of one of the world’s greatest creative scien- 
tists, Alexander Graham Bell. Born in Scotland, he spent 
most of his life in the United States, had his summer 
home in Canada and benefited the whole world by his in- 
ventions. Visitors will find over his grave a bronze tablet 
with the simple inscription: 


ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL 
INVENTOR — TEACHER 
BORN, EDINBURGH, MARCH 3, 1847 
DIED, A CITIZEN OF THE U.S.A., 1922 


His career was a long and illustrious one; his epitaph 
might have recited his many fabulous achievements and 
the honors heaped upon him by a grateful humanity. In- 
stead, he wished to be remembered rather by the fact that 
he was a “citizen of the U.S.A.” 

Perhaps some of our best citizens and most loyal pa- 
triots have been men like Dr. Bell, who chose their citi- 
zenship deliberately, and were in a position to appreciate 
it fully. Patriotism is a slippery word with many mean- 
ings. It can be anything from Nathan Hale’s, “I regret 
that I have but one life to give for my country,” to Dr. 
Johnson’s cynical definition, “the last refuge of a scoun- 
drel.” At its worst it becomes arrogant and unscrupulous 
chauvinism; at its best it is an invaluable antidote for 
the self-centeredness of human nature. 

Jesus Himself was a great patriot. His gospel was in- 
ternational: “God makes no distinction between one man 
and another; but in every nation those who fear Him 
and live good lives are acceptable to Him.” Yet our Mas- 
ter loved His nation and particularly His nation’s capital 
deeply. Remember how He wept over it, and His agonized 
ery, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not!” 

Yet when the decision was between His own race and 
‘kindred and the will of His Father, there was not the 
slightest hesitation. His own nation had proved unworthy 
of His loyalty and love, and having cast off its King, it 
was itself rejected—fearfully. His was a true patriotism, 
which loves above all else the good, the true, the right, 
as a way of life for the individual and for the nation. 

The trouble with much sham patriotism is that it for- 
gets that there is a loyalty above our loyalty to country— 
and that is to God. There is a line, strictly drawn by our 
Lord Himself, between the things of Caesar and the 
things of God, Mr. H. G. Wells commented wryly that the 
gospel of Jesus did not leave much for Caesar, and per- 
haps he had a point. Caesar may have control of our 
bodies and our material possessions, but not of our souls 
and our consciences. About the only comfort he can find 
in the division is the fact that the higher citizenship, our 


relation to our Maker, includes also our relations with the 
governments of this world. 

The duties of Christians of whatever nation toward 
temporal authority are clearly defined in the 13th chap- 
ter of Romans. It is a fortunate provision, Paul com- 
ments, for the benefit of God’s people, that there should 
be organized governments, for “where law ends, tyranny 
begins.” Any government is likely to be better than none 
at all. We are convinced that the epic of America is a 
mighty link in the plan of the Eternal; a new form of 
government and a new climate of freedom was created 
for the benefit of His people of the latter days. For this, 
on our nation’s birthday as on every day, we are humbly 
grateful. 

It is hard to appreciate as we should the safeguards 
of constitutional governments, things which we take for 
granted but which have been purchased for us at so 
high a price. If we had lived under the modern dictator- 
ships or behind the Iron Curtain, we might be more 
grateful. When we read of the horrors of uncontrolled 
absolutism, in both ancient and modern times, we are 
thankful that in this “cool of the day” God has provided 
a better thing for us. 

As beneficiaries of our temporal citizenship, it is not 
right that we be utter parasites; we owe something in 
return, and the Apostle Paul in Romans 13 specifies obe- 
dience to law and conscientious payment of taxes as the 
duties of a Christian. If the laws of our country conflict 
with the higher law of God, we can still render obedi- 
ence by submitting to the penalty, just as the martyrs 
and confessors of the Name have done in all ages. For 
our citizenship in this world, like our life, is a transitory 
thing. We are in reality strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth, in the world but not of it. We have here no con- 
tinuing city, but we seek one to come (Heb. 13:14). We 
are instructed to use this world but not to abuse it, never 
to give it first place in our interests and affections, for 
the evil ways of the world are the “old country” which 
we have renounced. 

The act of naturalization, or transfer of allegiance, is 
completely voluntary, in the heavenly no less than the 
earthly. None of us is a free citizen of Heaven by birth 
or inheritance; all must comply with the law of adoption. 
No one compels us, and we are warned to count the cost, 
for there are things we shall have to give up. We cannot 
divide our allegiance; we cannot have both worlds. If we 
cannot see that the gains will far outweigh the losses, 
we had better not start. 

The applicant for national citizenship is charged a 
very moderate fee—ten dollars, to be exact; the cost of 
the spiritual naturalization is far higher, not in money 
but in the surrender of all self, the complete loss of our 
individuality. The new citizen must not be merely a 
“taker,” but is expected to add something to the land of 
his adoption. He must share the responsibilities and 
labors of citizenship no less than its benefits. This lesson 
is pointed up in the state of America today, torn between 
the demands of world leadership and the unpopularity it 
entails, and the desire to be let alone to enjoy its high 
living standards. The Christian’s loyalty must be dy- 
namic, less concerned with peace of soul and shelter from 
the rough winds of life than with active service for the 
Kingdom and witnessing for his King. 

A naturalized citizen of the United States stands on an 

(Continued on next page) 











Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
wil! publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


How can we be saved? 


There are three steps to salvation. 

First, we must have knowledge. We have to learn the 
wisdom God has caused to be written for us and have an 
understanding concerning Him, His plan and purpose, 
and the commandments He wishes us to keep. 

Second, we must put to practice the knowledge we ob- 
tain and must keep every commandment as He has speci- 
fied. 

Third, Christ at His coming will bring us the reward 
of life eternal. He will change our mortal, corruptible 
body and fashion it like unto His glorious, immortal body 
(Phil. 3: 21). 


Do you believe it is wrong for a Christian to accept blood 
transfusion? 


No. Many lives have been saved through blood trans- 
fusion. One should follow the advice of his physician in 
such an emergency. 

Blood transfusion should not be confused with the 
“drinking of blood” which was always forbidden (see 
Gen. 9: 4, 5; Lev. 3:17; 17: 10; Acts 15: 20), and which 
was a relic of superstitious savages. But blood transfu- 
sion is a tool of medical science doing its best to pre- 
serve life. 


Who is the “us” in Genesis 1: 26? 


This word in the original Hebrew is Elohim, which 
signifies the angels. The angels are ministering spirits 
for those who shall be heirs of salvation. They create the 
one new man in God’s image, and encamp about those 
that fear Him (Eph. 4:24; Heb. 1:14; Ps. 34:7). 
Throughout the Scriptures this care was demonstrated 
in their leading the Children of Israel through the wil- 
derness, strengthening Daniel, Paul, Peter, and others; 
comforting Jesus in His trial; and at Christ’s coming it 
is the angels who will gather the elect from the ends of 
the earth (Mark 18: 27). They will attend the judgment 
and the marriage feast, will see the creation of the new 
man through to its completion. See Dan. 7:10, Moffatt. 


Which is the proper method of Baptism—Immersion, Sprin- 
kling, or Pouring? 


Baptism during the Apostolic age was immersion, but 
it was part of that temporary commission given for that 
age and which ceased with the close of the Jewish age, 
A. D. 70. 

The baptism of concern to every true Christian is the 
one to which Jesus referred in Matt. 20: 22—27 when 
He asked if they were able to undergo the ordeal, learn- 
ing to take a humble attitude. It is further explained in 
Rom. 6: 3—6 as baptism into the death to sin; our old 
nature buried or completely covered with the water of 
life or words of truth, we will then arise to walk in new- 
ness of life. 


Do you believe in baptizing infants? 


When Jesus gave the commission in Mark 16, it was 
qualified by “He that believeth and is baptized.” It was 
always those of an understanding age who were baptized 
when baptism was in force. 
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CURRENT 
If one is earnestly seeking for the truth, will he find it? 


Jesus gave the specific promise, “If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine” (John 7:17). 
The life-giving truth has reached, and will reach who- 
soever would or will perform God’s will in every age or 
in any circumstances; and the Apostle Paul added the 
promise of sufficient life to perfect holiness if one is ex- 
ercising to godliness (I Tim. 4: 8). 


Are the dead conscious between death and the resurrection? 


They are not. 

“For the living know that they shall die, but the dead 
know not anything. ... Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest” (Eccl. 9:5, 10). There is no consciousness in 
death, but it is a peaceful undisturbed slumber, even as 
a sound night’s sleep. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


equal footing with the native citizen in all respects, ex- 
cepting his ineligibility to the Presidency and Vice-Presi- 
dency. So the citizen of God’s universe, whatever his 
origin, has the promise of equality with the angels (Luke 
20:36), and even though they can never attain the su- 
preme kingship of our planet, they may sit with Christ 
on His throne (Rev. 3: 21). 

The oath of allegiance is a solemn thing, as is our 
covenant as citizens of the New Jerusalem. All other 
loyalties must be renounced forever, with no mental 
reservations, for “all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do.” When we say 
with understanding, “All these things will we do,” we are 
accepting the benefits, the responsibilities, and the pen- 
alties of our oath. And the penalty is as sure as the bene- 
fit; we cannot escape it, even if we choose to throw away 
this glorious citizenship and return to the land of our 
nativity. Transgression has become sin, and the wages 
of sin is death. 

The good citizen’s love of his country does not blind 
him to its faults; rather it impels him to strive to correct 
them. Even so the preparatory phase of the Kingdom 
of God on earth is certain to be imperfect, but striving. 
Perfection is not automatic, nor is it attained in a mo- 
ment. We should be intensely loyal to our church, not 
denying or condoning its faults, which after all are our 
own, but should labor incessantly to correct them, begin- 
ning with ourselves, that the Church may at the final 
judgment be presented to Christ “without spot, or wrin- 
kle, or any such thing” (Eph. 5: 26, 27). 

We have all seen and heard the discontented immigrant 
who is forever looking back to his homeland with regret. 
Our invariable reaction is, “If it is so good, why don’t 
you go back?” We are prone to forget that when we look 
back with any degree of longing or regret at the things 
we have vowed to leave behind, we are poor citizens, not 
fit for the Kingdom of God (Luke 9: 62). Ours should be 
the pioneer spirit of Abraham who, “when he was called 
to go out, . . . obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went.” 
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Spiritual Freedom — What Is It? 


I call that mind free, which masters the senses, which protects itself against 
animal appetites, whose energies are capable of transcending pleasure and pain, 
which passes life, not in asking what it shall eat or drink, but in hungering, 
thirsting, and seeking after righteousness. 

I call that mind free, which escapes the bondage of trivialities, which, in- 
stead of stopping at the material universe and making it a prison-wall, passes 
beyond it to its Author, and finds, in His radiant signatures stamped upon ail 
creation, helps to its own spiritual enlargement. 

I call that mind free, which jealously guards its intellectual rights and powers, 
which calls no man master, which does not content itself with a passive or 
hereditary faith, which opens itself to light whencesoever it may come, which 
receives new truth as an angel from heaven. 

I call that mind free, which is not imprisoned in itself, which delights in virtue 
and sympathizes with suffering, which conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and 
offers itself up a willing servant to the cause of truth and righteousness. 

I call that mind free, which is not passively framed by outward circumstances, 
which is not swept away by the torrents of events, which is not the creature of 
accidental impulse, but which bends events to its own improvement, and acts 
from resolute purpose, from immutable principles which it has deliberately 
espoused, 


I call that mind free, which protects itself against the usurpations of society, 
which does not cower to human opinion, which feels itself accountable to a 
higher tribunal than man’s, which respects a higher law than fashion, which re- 
spects itself too much to be the slave or tool of the many or the few. 


I call that mind free, which, through confidence in God and in the power of 
virtue, has cast off all fear but that of wrongdeing, which no menace or peril 
can enthrall, which is calm in the midst of tumults, and possesses itself, though 
all else be lost. 


I call that mind free, which resists the bondage of habit, which does not 
mechanically repeat itself and copy the past, which does not live on its old 
virtues, which does not enslave itself to custom, but which forgets what is be- 
hind, is alert for new and higher commissions from God, and rejoices to pour 
itself forth in fresh and higher exertions. 


I call that mind free, which, conscious of its affinity with God, and confiding 
in His promises by Jesus Christ, devotes itself faithfully to the unfolding of all 
its powers, which hopes to advance forever, and which finds inexhaustible power, 
both for action and suffering, in the prospect of immortality. 

—Selected. 
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